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Cross-sectional data of a longitudinal study in Southwest Germany 
were used by the authors of this study to evaluate early childhood 
risk factors for current sensitization in 1470 children aged 6-8 
years. The authors reported odds ratios for unilateral parental 
atopy (1.9), bilateral parental atopy (2.8), low gestational age 
(1.9), and male gender (1.6). The authors reported that "breast 
feeding, maternal smoking habits after the child's birth, prior 
exposure to pets, and social class are not important." 
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